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PORTO RICO. 

Report from Ponce — Transactions of service, month of September, 1908. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon Ferrer-Torres reports, October 2, through 
Acting Chief Quarantine Officer Atiles: 

Month of September, 1908. 

Vessels inspected 7 

Vessels in quarantine 4 

Passengers inspected: 

Incoming 140 

In transit 403 

Passengers in quarantine 9 

Immigrants inspected 41 

Rejections 

Members of crews inspected 353 

Bills of health issued 22 

RUSSIA. 

Report from Odessa — Cholera in city and -vicinity — Measures to pre- 
vent spread. 

Vice-Consul Smith reports, September 25 : 

On the evening of September 11 a man was brought to the town 
hospital of Odessa and died during the night. 

Bacteriological examination proved the case to be one of cholera. 
After this, the first case of cholera in this city during this season, 11 
more positive cases occurred, with 8 deaths. All the patients (except 
one who had come to Odessa from another locality) were from the 
same place, about 5 miles from the town proper, which is situated in 
the outlying portion of the suburb called the Peresyp. This part is 
low-lying and water-saturated ground over which are scattered the 
ill-kept dwellings of the poor. The cause of the trouble was traced 
to a brackish well from which water had been taken for washing 
purposes and which had also possibly been drunk. Upon a careful 
examination the water from this well was found to be infected with 
cholera. 

Forty-seven persons who had come in contact with the patients were 
removed to a sanitarium in the town and are under careful medical 
observation. The dwellings were subjected to most rigorous disinfec- 
tion and still remain closed. 

Within the last six days only one additional case has been reported. 
Although cholera has appeared also in most of the principal towns of 
this district, in all instances the deaths were few and the cases of sick- 
ness not numerous. 

Report from Riga — Appearance of cholera — Preventive measures — 
Water supply abundant and satisfactory. 

Consul de Soto reports, September 26: 

The first case of Asiatic cholera occurred in this city September 25, 
the patient dying in twenty -four hours. Since the outbreak of the 
disease in St. Petersburg the preventive measures prescribed at Kiga 
have been as follows : 
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A specially constructed sanitary wagon and four rubber-lined 
stretchers are in readiness to carry patients at all hours to the city 
hospital. The houses from which the patients are taken will be thor- 
oughly disinfected and all persons living in these houses will be kept 
under careful observation. A special building near the city hospital 
has been assigned for cholera patients and a special cholera shed 
erected which accommodates 80 beds. A staff of 5 physicians has 
been designated to attend cholera patients, and this number can be 
immediately increased should the need arise. 

All the public markets have been cleaned and all refuse and waste 
removed, and the pavement has been thoroughly disinfected. Similar 
precautions have been taken along the quays of the port, and an order 
was given to-day to saturate all the sidewalks in the city with strong 
disinfectants. 

It is considered that the water supply of the city is excellent. It is 
obtained from subsoil waters 8 miles distant and pumped into reser- 
voirs from which it flows through iron pipes to the city. In addition 
there are about 60 artesian wells situated chiefly in the suburbs owned 
by the municipality, and 50 wells owned by private persons, who have 
placed them at the disposal of the public. The supply of pure water 
is ample for the population and there need be no recourse to the river. 

Reports from St. Petersburg — Summary of cholera from date of out- 
break — Relief measures. 

Consul Ragsdall reports, September 26 : 

Cholera at St. Petersburg began with 15 cases on September 9. 
The highest number was reached on September 14, when the number 
of cases reached 419, since which date the number has decreased grad- 
ually until yesterday, when 358 cases were reported. The total number 
of cases reported 1 up to September 24 aggregated 3,994, with a death 
rate of one-fourth per cent, being greater than the death rate of any 
preceding epidemic. There are 241 doctors and 105 specially trained 
sanitarians constantly engaged in caring for the patients. There are 
102 special carriages and 4 platform cars engaged in conveying the 
sick and their effects to the various hospitals, of which there are 17, 
besides 20 first stations. So far 6,000 persons have been treated with 
cholera serum. 

When cholera first broke out the authorities quickly began to take 
action. The epidemic has now reached nearly every quarter of the 
Empire, the total number of cases being so far about 12,000. 

Status of cholera in St. Petersburg. 

Passed Assistant Surgeon Grubbs reports, October 3: 

Cholera statistics of St. Petersburg for the 24 hours ended at noon 

to-day show that there were 163 new cases of cholera, with 84 deaths. 

Ninety-nine persons were discharged as cured. The total number of 

cases remaining in city is 1,775. 



